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Manduessedum - Mancetter Village
(Place of War Chariots)

Mancetter Parish Council
 	Serving the People of Mancetter and Ridge Lane



Minutes of Mancetter Parish Council Monthly Meeting, Held at 7pm on Tuesday, 
24 March 2026 at Schoolroom, St Peter's Church Mancetter
Attendance:  	Cllr Hopkins (Chair), Cllr Tither (Vice Chair), Cllr Blackburn, 
		Cllr Ford-Rogerson, Cllr Forknall, Cllr Healy, Cllr Mann

Other Attendees:  Borough Cllr Clews, J Daniels (Locum RFO)    
Members of Public:  None

1. ﻿﻿﻿Welcome
	
1. Apologies for Absence
Cllr Warren, Cllr Davis, Cllr Barnett – accepted. 

1. ﻿﻿﻿Chairs’ Request
The meeting will be recorded to allow for openness and recognises practicalities.
 
1. ﻿﻿﻿Declarations of Personal or Prejudicial Interest  
    Cllrs Hopkins, Tither & Ford-Rogerson (allotment holders)

1. Public Participation Time (up to 15 minutes) to raise any issues  
No members of the public in attendance.

1. ﻿﻿﻿Police, County & Borough Cllr Feedback 
· In her absence, County Cllr Warren available afternoon of 26.03.2026 Cllrs Hopkins, Tither & Healy to attend, venue suggested as Purely Chase Centre.
· Borough Cllr Clews reported that charity and groups with constitution can apply for borough Cllr funding.
· SPF funding available for both this financial year coming and the following financial year, details can be found on borough councils website.
· Mancetter Allotments have secured injunction to make it easier to remove trespassers. If see anything suspicious please report it immediately to the Borough Council.
· Ridge Lane Play Area, ground is still too wet for contractors. Turf to go on shortly. Looking towards end of May for official opening.
· GUCT noted the phase 2 consultation. There is an additional meeting being held tomorrow evening in Ridge Lane, 25.03.2026 regarding potential no access to Ridge Lane from Monks Park Lane when Coleshill Road is closed to install new proposed pipeline.

· Police provided a report of latest incidents, it was noted. Cllr Blackburn reported 2 youths dressed all in black recent break-in in Mancetter village and particularly spate of incidents in Daniel Road. It was noted that in Birchley Heath neighbouring village, there were 4 garages recently broken into at approximately 1pm, police were called, but did not attend.
 
1. Minutes of the meetings 
25 November 2025, 27 January 2026, extraordinary meetings of 17 and 24 February 2026, as amended and formally accepted and signed.

25.11.2025 resolved amended minutes were unanimously agreed and duly signed.

27.01.2026 the following corrections were made to the minutes and then it was resolved that the Chair could sign the amended minutes.

Page 5 of 7 should read £5000 so as not to confuse both internal and external auditors and newly appointment of Clerk & RRO with budget approved 2026/2027.

Page 5 of 7 item F) it reports, no decision was made on grit bins, it was resolved that we would not include any funding for grit bins. 

Page 4 of 7 it was agreed Chair would meet trustees of Memorial Hall on 2 April Vice Chair now attending. 

17.02.2026 the following correction was made to the minutes and then it was resolved to sign amended minutes.

Minutes of 24.02.2026
Cllr Blackburn made a point of order, under Section 100 (4) of LGA 1972, to record part of the minutes to be recorded in excluded part of the minutes, which was duly agreed.

7. Update on vacancy Clerk & RFO. 
	First round of interviews conducted on 13 March, Cllrs Tither, Ford-Rogerson, Forknall, & Blackburn. It was noted there were potentially two applicants of merit and it was agreed a second interview would take place. Interview panel Cllrs Tither, Ford-Rogerson & Healy. Chair attend as an observer.

1. Parish Council Policies and Risk Assessments 
Policy expires 31 May 2026. Unanimously resolved that the newly appointed clerk will obtain quotations.

	It was resolved that the newly appointed clerk shall confirm the status of the allotment insurance as well, as Cllr have expressed concerns that the parish council should have insurance for the allotment paths, boundaries, gate and noticeboard and roadway.

9. Cemetery 
a) Training for nominated Cllr. Resolved two people to be funded for training, in addition to newly appointed Parish Clerk, Cllr Ford-Rogerson would complete the training.

b) To confirm Cllrs can be called upon to assist clerk as and when at graveside: Cllr Ford-Rogerson agreed. 

	It was noted the burial maps needs to be completed on scribe burials. 

c)	Read only access to Scribe burial systems. Resolved as agreed at the January 2026 meeting Cllrs Ford-Rogerson, Healy. 

d) To receive an update on cemetery for period November 2025 to March 2026.

	Tree inspection.  A copy of the schematic drawing of the trees in the cemetery, all are tagged has been provided to Neil Pointin, he is undertaking the risk assessment of the trees in the cemetery.

	Chair reported he had recently dealt with 7 burials/interments.

	Tender for footpaths in the new section of the cemetery and renew one of the existing footpaths required.  	Cllr Blackburn bought to the council’s attention the new regulations regarding steps in cemeteries and depth of each rise has to be the same as well as prescribe width of each step and appropriate handrails either side.  

 10. Allotments 
Update on collection of rents given, updated GDPR allotment holders forms and any plots available to rent. It was noted all rents had been collected. 
	
	We currently have a person on the waiting list and they will be offered the plot, Chair agreed to meet the new allotment holder on the plot and collect their rent. 

Cllrs Blackburn & Healy had attended the allotment with the 2019 risk assessment and the schematic map. Chair to supply list of allotment holders to enable the risk assessment to be undertaken and notices to be duly sent to those who are infringing the risk assessment and allotment rules.




 11. Finance. 
a) Signing of all payments since the last meeting in accordance with Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and the Bank Mandate.  Locum RFO confirmed the accounts January and February are up to date and March, up to 25.03.2026
b) Update on the successful collection of allotment rents and allocation of plots. See above item 10.
c) Funding of Cllr badges – Cllr Ford-Rogerson up to £50.   Resolved that badges to be purchased up to value of £50.00
d) Update from Locum RFO Joan Daniel's received.  Chair read the appointment letter to Cllrs after he and Locum RFO had formally signed the letter of appointment.  It began following invitation received in email  9 February 2026 and will act temporary Locum RFO up to 31 March 2026.

	It was unanimously resolved that Nigel Lane act as internal auditor for the end of years accounts up to 31.03.3026

		Assertion 10: It was unanimously resolved that we adopt Assertion 10. 


12.   Correspondence, Consultations and Meetings involving the Parish Council
	  To note email correspondence received and update on any matters arising.

a)	Issue of emails not being forwarded in a prompt and timely manner.  

b) Recent Training (SH) cybersecurity, continuity plans. An update was provided.
    	Resolved upon appointment of Proper Officer and on presentation of her report with regards to hand over process and audit of software packages that together with Cllr Healy, to produce a Continuity Document that sets out the procedures that can take place upon the Parish Council adopting the document in possible absence of key person.  Resolved that this be taken forward.

C) Feedback from WCC Reference Group (SH) artificial intelligence verbal report was noted. With increasing uses of Artificial Intelligence it's recommended that the parish council has a policy in place, as there can be unintended bias in some of the responses. All Cllrs should understand where their data is stored, many are stored overseas which raises further questions. 

d) To confirm parish councils' formal submission to Government Reorganisation Consultation. Feedback Northern Group Parish & Town Councils was noted. It was agreed that an additional paragraph be added which quoted from the Solicitors acting on behalf of Tarmac for the Regulation 18 of Local Plan Review with hyperlink added and quoting source of the statement to demonstrate further why we have chosen our preferred option over a single unitary authority.
     A draft of proposed submissions having been circulated will be uploaded onto government portal by Cllr Ford-Roberson as acting Clerk.  Decision from July 2026.

e) To agree the parish councils formal response to Grand Union Canal stage 2 consultation. Having been previously circulated and comments received, they shall be fed into the formal responses and sent via email, following outcome of the Ridge Lane meeting tomorrow.
 
13. Planning Matters and New Applications since the previous meeting.
 	a) Update on Approved and Pending

	PAP/2026/0010  Kenilworth Farm. 8 bedsits certificate of use REFUSED

	Pending applications:

   	DOC/2026/0011( PAP/2024/0154) – Greenacres Nuneaton Road – no objection 
   	to extend the extent of land approved for vehicle retail sales [application referenced: PAP/2019/0489] and the erection of a  single storey car sales building.
 
	PAP/2024/0160 – Greenacres Nuneaton Road – 
	A new agricultural style building to accommodate an area for preparation of vehicles as well as storage for maintenance equipment and vehicles. Pending.
 
   County Council Minerals Application NWB/24CM013 Mancetter Quarry, Quarry Lane.
	No decision made extension of time applied 31st March 2026 and subsequently extended to 30. PENDING

	Local Development Framework Subcommittee published its agenda and papers last week, meeting scheduled 26 March. In consultation with Chair, Cllr Healy requested a meeting takes place at Shire Hall. Mike Dittman, Forward Planning has said a spreadsheet is to be released following the meeting of the Local Development Framework subcommittee which we will be able to see the full response presently the report only includes extracts from the solicitor's letter. 

	Resolved: Chair and Cllr Healy attend Shire Hall for a meeting with officials following meeting with County Cllr Warren on 26.03.2026

Meeting closed at 9.06 pm

Signed: ……………………………		2

Email: parishclerk@mancetterparishcouncil.gov.uk 	Website: www.mancetterparishcouncil.gov.uk
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